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Promising biobased alternatives to
polar aprotic solvents 
Source: Wageningen University & Research,
December 6, 2017
Author: Dr. DS (Daan) van Es

A report from Wageningen Food & Biobased
Research commissioned by RIVM (the Dutch
National Institute for Public Health and the
Environment) has revealed a number of promising
biobased alternatives to the controversial polar
aprotic solvents NMP, DMAc and DMF. Wageningen
Food & Biobased Research carried out a broad scan
of new and marketable biobased chemicals. This
focused specifically on substitutes for the polar
aprotic solvents NMP, DMAc and DMF -- all
substances of very high concern, the use of which
may be limited by EU law in the future.

Read more...

See report, "Study into alternative (biobased) polar
aprotic solvents".
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CBS News covers a chemical's tragic impact; points to urgent
need to ban high-risk uses of methylene chloride  
Source: Environmental Defense Fund, December 7, 2017
Author: Lindsay McCormick

This morning, CBS News focused on the tragic story of Kevin Hartley -- a young man
who died at the age of 21 while working with a product that contains methylene chloride.
Kevin's story, powerfully relayed by his mother Wendy, illustrates the need to ban high-
risk uses of this chemical.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJgll0X9sDWAzVFiMvdfscE_1cDt2gHedm4gqNmOMsoo_YF5UiOIdOwkGUioANRAah3J5Mg6V6GR_XmzMbLImQepDfUW4t-kUzAkZskhUWhLIngTTOu9HFUrGjH1YpXkV2wneST956KBPRt6_libqvKguVDqHH08LM19yTlsRDZ0WIPukRELYg-ckPExHfr_QSoGGGMWfDdyc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJgll0X9sDWAzVFiMvdfscE_1cDt2gHedm4gqNmOMsoo_YF5UiOIdOwkGUioANRAah3J5Mg6V6GR_XmzMbLImQepDfUW4t-kUzAkZskhUWhLIngTTOu9HFUrGjH1YpXkV2wneST956KBPRt6_libqvKguVDqHH08LM19yTlsRDZ0WIPukRELYg-ckPExHfr_QSoGGGMWfDdyc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJtKkSTmsxr4NKhdKBHkZ45UFbMVhXM_kiAxEvUnyzDPwd3BrEW9kYBIreqmqYh4IulRquFoPO1YyY0SZu4TbC9WTw61UDH1Sm8ORT0Qg1CtKgZFZo9PBzsT1N-QeP1xHs6T35OMaAkcLNtpZgWy4fpjodhsK1lszoCOyr_S5I1ZSh32T552euhTlqAbhWMVtBA6meVHwSGFkjI31-4jE_h2QaRrYf7tpCUv2Nql3_QXw2fmE62a3jjx4CTiMnDdqP4tLfmABx76s=&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ttzymncab&p=oi&m=1102108714611&sit=huymniidb&f=f29d7da5-5860-4b2b-9bba-8776b67e1936
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ7o33bXKZ3aWB3lwkE0GHdK_YkIV0x_NHwO3l4ZPJwMuGOnKW00d9eM_VCl0Tz4Lo-MGC7XsGYZcGw9trpeQNq5UyoM1gDrlAJuVHfaPyAYBfeXKj58X1kHzQwDnTlL6iYg7s8DtPiSUjKEThDCspThEDQtMheoQkRR_nFvD76zMawv9jLu9mus=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ1Ots_OeBnfjkOO8ThLyZFxjYlfNRTT7AKyqIiEp-bJ4h1XL8gIcHbKQ4uIkOQbSqfF_JUVvDhlo_ajVf8ZyRfj0OkYudRFP_hvwAjVsO70iTfq8rduDudI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJwGnh4dTSRHlcVePTklIql7rQ8UAXthDRI_OmGCI4jI8yR8xVCbSMRfRDsUp4aLd4IHHJCjN1WA-E2vlWa1rkgmRBGZmaIW4KR9DOgn1qD9aeGIbiTAJQEKehkg4eTwx1cK5IEw7pdTOChY9udTyq4fhP92VENywhzimGezqwa71pphawcTJH-eo8M1lcknif7TKmeuyaOQe2f4jJRwzLMy_DPsyNl1Rzw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJxqZvsCO-QsmYL-fOngU-RQH_ArYQmfFlMyYJ8tEYc-_0MEjvmWywwNnMI8-hsMiVPDw45TgS7j-al0Wqh3Z8NFB268XmpITQZ0LiLCOiBWHOi40VOsknZ8JyEmP6XCDhqYQTVhzT0mhBVLaayIjuLjvrn3GqeRNXXgJjSFobIW0=&c=&ch=


As we have previously noted, in January, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
proposed to ban methylene chloride in paint and coating removal products. The agency
based its proposal on an extensive assessment of the scientific literature, which
demonstrated not only lethal risks from acute exposures to methylene chloride but also a
host of other acute and chronic health impacts, like harm to the central nervous system,
liver toxicity, and cancer.

Products containing this chemical can be readily found in most hardware stores in
America and more tragedies are all but certain, if EPA does not promptly finalize its
proposed ban.

Read more...

TURI's Note: See our page on Paint and Coating Removal. Specifically, see our recent
report, "Assessment of Safer and Effective Alternatives to Methylene Chloride for Paint
Stripping Products". 

Also see EPA's draft rule on methylene chloride in paint and coating removal.

EPA Extends Comment Period for PBT Chemicals 
Source: The National Law Review, December 6, 2017
Authors: Lynn L. Bergeson and Margaret R. Graham

On December 6, 2017, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it
was extending the public comment period to receive information on the five persistent,
bioaccumulative, and toxic (PBT) chemicals that are subject to Section 6(h) of the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) which requires EPA to take expedited regulatory action to
address risks from certain PBT chemicals.  Comments were initially due on December 9,
2017; they are now due on January 12, 2018.  EPA states it is interested in information
from the public about these chemicals, including uses, products containing these
chemicals, exposed populations, and alternatives to these chemicals.  Very few
comments have been filed regarding these chemicals thus far.

Read more...

See from Chemical & Engineering News, "EPA works with industry to streamline chemical
reviews".

Nonprofit Clean Production Action Evaluates Products Commonly
Used in Pediatric Patient Rooms for Hazardous Chemicals   
Source: Clean Production Action, December 5, 2017

Somerville, MA -- A new report released today by Clean Production Action provides the
first ever Chemical Footprint of Products Commonly Used in Pediatric Patient Rooms.
Hazardous chemicals in products are catalyzing health care organizations to ask
suppliers whether or not their products contain these chemicals. This study assessed the
chemical footprint -- presence of hazardous chemicals -- of over 250 products
commonly found in a hospital pediatric patient room. Pediatrics was chosen for
evaluation because of the well-recognized greater sensitivity of children to exposure to
toxic chemicals than adults.

"This first chemical footprint of products used in pediatric patient rooms demonstrates
how health care organizations can measure their chemical footprint at the departmental
level and how it can inform purchasing decisions," highlighted Mark S. Rossi, PhD, lead
author and Executive Director of Clean Production Action. The report evaluated four
categories of products commonly found or used in a pediatrics patient room: medical

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJxqZvsCO-QsmYL-fOngU-RQH_ArYQmfFlMyYJ8tEYc-_0MEjvmWywwNnMI8-hsMiVPDw45TgS7j-al0Wqh3Z8NFB268XmpITQZ0LiLCOiBWHOi40VOsknZ8JyEmP6XCDhqYQTVhzT0mhBVLaayIjuLjvrn3GqeRNXXgJjSFobIW0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ4hMxxgt5-m7woBx5-hs7ZyS8Xw6CWp5Gjd-O8bzaCSX5n-J55YmqUOYXRYWg4bGPqOKxnXBpkKxY4l30zwuX9Envwaf0rTDFfzKj0x5-xcpluEo6oAke3ISBDUYYifVpN4HHQ2clJymlkk-bT0Osc4PBtsH2yqyXbj9RnnbYDgBJTH9WFm9g_A=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJBs5gN35YzPYumGhXrF4WpO5oy75OVrI8hogWLVCL34TZTd2CdUjVUunlNyu_EbtzIXkwf5H67Y60crAxnbgwyufUKvNlhkAEntnfNBn5VqgyMBy440g4vK6jxe9z7apS9pCmNgVhAgzSr17XOsE17jhOKpqRlW9sPj6xiuglcirtPIfSKKEng3G1xyjdUKaHZqmbSS8LyH7GW1XXru0PA8y9kNNVqZivKylcivkPc7pizjynD4dmm85dZkiEqPp3cAiS9niAbKwaTVp4iXR1RA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJzIgqq_Tu2rG10a76jIwdCtag-vOKkuiTb26ryw5orctBsszGi2EuXj5pRmo0I6EgP_CI0eIYvj-VJK-39lUar1LPqV6j-U0azZbCLQproHjMF64-tfEYh15g-Zk52QDsI8yEL2gF2bv5wTFeeSFdAkP879HNdNiX_D-Dv-EhwF2WxPDjjgm6JjFfwINwaZ8mUcQjD7JbVB0NEJMlsXTMWGdU5OmoOI4Jb0laIcVcQQcBnSnLnBg77dLWRCjN4VUp7nOv42x4wNz&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJwPHliudN5fLnqdWy6gbUn22qxfScZKFCmgQOqCnv03OK5Q2aSkw-WiUTPZGadm85TgZDGdIXr-hs_nTsvHwU4NuxyZzEYvgcYWHJSUOBW5PFVKqmjQNhKrAus7r8GHAuGXXYoJTF9TQCyy2g51VnnLehSPVOu8THCV36kAVlJAvaBZPo9x56gw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJwPHliudN5fLnqdWy6gbUn22qxfScZKFCmgQOqCnv03OK5Q2aSkw-WiUTPZGadm85TgZDGdIXr-hs_nTsvHwU4NuxyZzEYvgcYWHJSUOBW5PFVKqmjQNhKrAus7r8GHAuGXXYoJTF9TQCyy2g51VnnLehSPVOu8THCV36kAVlJAvaBZPo9x56gw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJrNrU9quk7RrNIydqOyU4_ioNNXGC-rzoqqse5SGDwyZiecpHdXrbvHyABzZXGaRB6qMb5Q63xQHSLT0jjhmYbyg-MFNOx3Zoj2dtsFKuubSCg48WXwBMaUjWnvConn39rl73ooNJUewTMxZlZHmD7RdFdl2rRuNcaA6Dq4Eul9bgy0uGI1J7sz1PNfMQlsPA7LVjfJ96xHU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJPXlXHIFCvwo1pKNng9NEEui1MwAV3WA6n6LLuL_GxIVt3cOsmT_NO3HIXydcWPBSnSW1Thz7ZzIy2wUTh8zpNTE-RZXQx8BZD6GAoKcx-BohisARSySstW5b9fceAAnXxy6AD3yY1BMLsFcbCa23llTelrFn3z5iEu7boVZucYSDV7tb8a9MG1FuNqYp73RSF1Nbhm0JcECOYHbpsCWBqg==&c=&ch=


supplies, personal care products, furniture and furnishings, and cleaning and disinfecting
products.

Read more...

Access report here.

Also see information on their December 19th webinar, "What is the chemical footprint of
health care products?".

Designer tweaks famous logos to use less ink 
Source: CNN.com, November 29, 2017
Author: Jacopo Prisco

Could big brands save millions of dollars a year and help preserve the environment just
by slightly changing their logos?

French graphic designer Sylvain Boyer thinks so, and he's started a project to
demonstrate it. All it takes, he says, is to redesign the logos to use less ink. Since
corporate giants print them so frequently and on so many different materials, just a small
change can have a huge effect.

Boyer has started a campaign called "Ecobranding" to demonstrate the idea: "It all came
to me in 2013, the year my first daughter was born. I was designing a birth
announcement card with many colors which was looking great on the computer, but
when I submitted the design to the printer for silkscreen printing the bill was greatly
expensive too! I decided to reduce the number of colors, with a direct consequence of
making it more affordable and greener," he told CNN.

Read more...

See the Center for Environmental Health Shopping Guide.

Least-Toxic Chemicals Show Promise for Bed Bug Control, But
Non-Toxic Practices Remain the Best Solution 
Source: Beyond Pesticides, December 8, 2017

Less toxic oil-based insecticides are showing promise for the treatment of bed bugs,
according to a study published this month in the Journal of Economic Entomology. The
common bed bug has seen a significant resurgence in the U.S., and with the pests found
to be resistant to a broad range of modern, toxic insecticides, pest control operators are
searching out new, safer ways to manage infestations. ...

A range of 18 essential oils, concentrated liquids containing aromatic compounds derived
from plants, were tested for their toxicity to bed bugs that were retrieved from an infested
building in Indiana. ...

Beyond Pesticides recommends an integrated approach to bed bug management that
focuses on cultural practices first and foremost. This includes eliminating clutter where
the bugs can hide, encasing and isolating certain furniture, thorough vacuuming,
caulking and sealing cracks and crevices around bed frames, floors, walls, baseboard
edges, and moldings, and laundering fabrics and clothing.  Heat and steam treatments
are good options that are generally effective at eliminating or drastically reducing most
bed bug infestations.

Read more...

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJPXlXHIFCvwo1pKNng9NEEui1MwAV3WA6n6LLuL_GxIVt3cOsmT_NO3HIXydcWPBSnSW1Thz7ZzIy2wUTh8zpNTE-RZXQx8BZD6GAoKcx-BohisARSySstW5b9fceAAnXxy6AD3yY1BMLsFcbCa23llTelrFn3z5iEu7boVZucYSDV7tb8a9MG1FuNqYp73RSF1Nbhm0JcECOYHbpsCWBqg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJNfdVAZ9whYHIP7WPQHz6UY_XRTzsE2bhbdAHwLpFOGK0xC-Z3QstlqSLJSRIumYJUewxQBzAJEdsX6lcVgtVZ6fcNdD5v9TEKNawu5l5x0CvxOw0nXAmDE1hYJQDreRp-ZBBSz3MZm5EeFJiGyrMhiAWeqH6bTb_kB56xO6TVqPZzxMTRUToRLUuH8XHMPNO-tnuakDB5h9-xZcbE4TXeg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJApxpytF9zmxLZ8E23QIiA8h17Q9XZoxJ--oozilhDdaVmkMC1CCV0Vt37exsJKsn1TytoN0TSt8B7C9gYbKW1tyc2Qgd_SXMtQaxd7KpunjLi1qhCpn9HPzTZh5KjBOBv2oHVET1G-MjTomMRa6Fr4ByspA9vm4MHhVfJ3uEqpdpjJc8cd55ZMzZ0DpARlz1&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJlKR0nA-S1QFPvOXIkv9ubVlKhOmgTzwU_iNblM9XGNMwnrqepSe-FPfwmbLI-6guOoFuYbs1TH8irlhGbER0D2Ry9Zy7MnJBm0zaObrqQXvblRXxzFbiirXBQ-303KqfRSvUdvZgAtmnXDnrUDeSgOwbJ2e5AkdtkgTfSJ2IiGc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJlKR0nA-S1QFPvOXIkv9ubVlKhOmgTzwU_iNblM9XGNMwnrqepSe-FPfwmbLI-6guOoFuYbs1TH8irlhGbER0D2Ry9Zy7MnJBm0zaObrqQXvblRXxzFbiirXBQ-303KqfRSvUdvZgAtmnXDnrUDeSgOwbJ2e5AkdtkgTfSJ2IiGc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJV6JsBmvPa-n49kmNVC8ILcn_dqo-g78uqrSUR7ZlHNj7BgPm-PanNfAwwaMRBtP_V8FEon_2ybe2-_ZGmBGQuFtDrQ5hTtcw5uBPFX8Wrw2vzS3XBbmMtFUdIctgfRD_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJDoNUF2LR03T9uMI4e649gEtnp2V-5DdfsdGeb6lXfqQWY4UP7nx2YbmrskRC_7zvmjeRt_Onnp1kMBRIQtXSkPpInI8hSOwO2Wp9tiufvi1KOjdPEZ4lY9B2IAUSCK2XEt5NvMjWgaC_q78XYJcEb-7AGVvaui33M_fzkQBaj5iUWkrxaFEEVx0OiPKIhxCHCFgw0ZFRRrtX8sYts8J45X5XiSmfBwP6v9hQCxxp6iLpvR8CcLbjVPfIPToG1xN6jwNVQIMqTxNdTyFR5ufBOw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhnmzqm3s6qx5mp30WfTFjM19bI3rY8uEOK0ZH5SOxiniNqhO-VqJ9zcqF7BiIZJDoNUF2LR03T9uMI4e649gEtnp2V-5DdfsdGeb6lXfqQWY4UP7nx2YbmrskRC_7zvmjeRt_Onnp1kMBRIQtXSkPpInI8hSOwO2Wp9tiufvi1KOjdPEZ4lY9B2IAUSCK2XEt5NvMjWgaC_q78XYJcEb-7AGVvaui33M_fzkQBaj5iUWkrxaFEEVx0OiPKIhxCHCFgw0ZFRRrtX8sYts8J45X5XiSmfBwP6v9hQCxxp6iLpvR8CcLbjVPfIPToG1xN6jwNVQIMqTxNdTyFR5ufBOw==&c=&ch=


See study in the Journal of Economic Entomology, "Toxicities of Selected Essential Oils,
Silicone Oils, and Paraffin Oil against the Common Bed Bug (Hemiptera: Cimicidae)".
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